The Mighty Amazon

A 2,000-Mile Voyage from the Atlantic

to the Peruvian Rain Forest

Aboard the All-Suite, 100-Guest Clelia 11
March & April 2010
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RISING FROM A CHAIN OF LAKES NEAR THE WESTERN EDGE
OF THE ANDES, THE MIGHTY AMAZON IS AN AWE-INSPIRING
2.5 MILLION SQUARE MILES COMPRISED OF RIVER, BASIN, AND
RAIN FOREST. The river holds twothirds of the world's flowing water, as
well as 15,000 of the known animal species. People have long been
drawn to ifs wild waterways and dense forests, from northern fribesmen
who escaped fo the Amazon from the last Ice Age fo spice traders and
rubberseeking industrialists. Embark Clelia Il in colonial Belem to ex-
plore the tropical channels of the Lower Amazon, including possible visits
fo Rio Pucurui, a tributary known for its birding, and Boca de Valeria,
home to the local caboclo people. In Manaus, enjoy a touch of modem
civilization, including historic mansions and the famed Teatro Amazonas
opera house. Then spend five full days in the Upper Amazon visiting In-
dian villages, attending ritual ceremonies and possibly making nightiime
excursions info the jungle before concluding in lquitos with a renewed
respect for the delicate balance that exists between Man and Nature.
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Day 1
USA
Fly from the U.S. to Belem, Brozil.

Day 2

BELEM, BraziL

Arrive in Belem, transfer to the Hilton
Hotel and spend the rest of the day at
leisure. A vibrant port situated near the
mouth of the Amazon River, Belem was
founded by Portuguese explorers in
1616. Over the next 200 years, Belem
prospered as a cenfer of the spice frade
and then as a rubber boomtown in the
19™ century.

Day 3

BELEM | EMBARK

In the moming, explore Belem, including
the 18™"-century Cathedral with its mar-
ble altar and fine paintings; the Basilica
de Nazare, built in 1909 from rubber
wealth, which contains one of the most
worshipped images in Brazil, beautiful
Moorish designs and stained glass win-
dows; the Emilio Goeldi Museum, with
its botanical exhibits and zoological
gardens; and VerO-Peso, the city's
main market, where stalls sell aromatic
oils, traditional crafts and other exotic
products. In the affernoon, board Clelia
Il and begin our voyage.

Days 4 - 8

THE TRIBUTARIES OF THE
LOWER AMAZON
Spend the next five days exploring the
Amazon, concentrating mostly on its
tributaries, which hold the richest variety
of birds and wildlife. Among the places
we may explore are:

¢ RIO GUAJARA, a beautiful area rich
in birdlife, where we may also spot
Amazon River dolphins, with their char
acteristic pink hue.

e RIO CURUA-UNA, which forms a
large floodplain lake at its confluence
with the Amazon. The marsh grasses
and tall trees house a variety of birds
and wildlife, including Orange-fronted
Yellow Finch: Hoatzin: Snail Kites:
Chestnutfronted Macaws; and Red-
handed Howler Monkeys.

® SAN MIGUEL, a small community on
the Rio Tapara, which runs a conserva-

tion program for the famed Pirarucu, the
largest scaled fish of the Amazon, which
can reach a length of nearly seven feet.

e ALTER DO CHAO, on the clear Rio
Tapajos, for swimming at one of the
most beautiful river beaches in Ama-
zonia, and a visit to the Center forthe
Preservation of Indigenous Art, with its
sizable collection of arfifacts from the
fribes of Amazonia.

® ARAPIUNS ECO PARK, on a verdant
island with rich wildlife at the confluence
of the Rio Tapajos and the Arua and
Arapiuns tributaries.

e CAJARI TRIBUTARY, an enchanting
narrow channel where we may observe
squirrel monkeys, green shortfailed par-
rofs, Toucans, Amazon parakeets, and
numerous other birds.

Day 9

MANAUS

As the ship approaches Manaus, we
will witness the “Wedding of the War-
ters,” a swirling mixture of the siltladen




Rio Solimoes and the clear, dark waters
of the Rio Negro. located 1,100 miles
from the Amazon delta is Manaus, a for-
mer colonial boomfown whose fortunes
were made from the export of rubber

in the late 19" century. For a short

time in the early 20" century Manaus
was considered the richest city in the
world; today it is a bustling city and the
headquarters of an international team

of scientists dedicated to preserving the
flora and fauna of the Amazonian rain
forest. In Manaus, visit the famed Teatro
Amazonas Opera House, built in the
ltalian Renaissance style in 1896; the In-
dian Museum, dedicated to the art and
culture of native life within the region;
and historic colonial-period mansions.

Days 10 - 14

THE UPPER AMAZON

Cruising along the Upper Amazon, sail
through a vast and virgin wilderness
areq, visit isolated villages and take
hikes into the rain forest. Our explora-
tion allows us to experience the Amazon
River and surrounding rain forest most
visitors miss. Guided by naturalists
aboard Clelia II's fleet of landing craft,
we veniure info a labyrinth of fribufaries.
In addition to the intense display of flora
and fauna, our daily excursions allow
us to meet the people of the river, who
derive their survival from this watery
world. Setting out in the early momings
and lafe afternoons, when the wildlife
is most active, we will be guided into
the hidden heart of the Amazon where,
in some places, the thick spreading
canopy prevents sunlight from passing
through. Along the way, we may spot
the bright flash of a toucan, hear the
screech of howler monkeys and view
herons skimming the water's surface.

As we fravel upriver from Manaus

fo lquitos, the Amazon narrows. Our ex-
act itinerary will depend on fortune and
the weather, but the captain and expedi-
tion leader will plan our daily landings,
which may include the following stops:

e RIO BADAJOS, a black water
fributary we explore aboard our Zodi-
acs. We search for forest birds such as
macaw parrofs, the beautiful queztal
and the rare scarlet ibis. Also see the
unusual Victoria amazonica water lily,
one of the world’s largest flowers and a
rare bofanical species whose leaves can

exceed seven feet in diameter and have
sharp hook-like spines on the underside
fo defer predators.

e CUXUI MUNI, a traditional village
where we learn about local farming
methods used in the area’s manioc and
bean fields. We also hope to spot three-
toed sloths that live in the nearby forest,
as well as squirrel monkeys, bush babies
and other rain forest inhabitants. Here, the
understory swarms with butterflies, such
as satyrs and morphos. Colorful frogs
scramble along the forest floor, and the
air vibrates with the sounds of wildlife.

e LAGO UARA, an Amazon lake,
where we will have an opportunity to
explore one of the region’s most unusual
and exciting habitats. lts mirror-like
waters are home to over 1,300 differ-
ent species of fish, including the unusual
giant Amazon catfish, piranha, colorful
cichlids and the sociable, pink freshwao-
fer dolphin. Along the banks of lago
Uara live several colonies of hoatzins—
strange, primitive-looking birds that build
their nests over water. We anchor along
the lake's mouth and board our Zodiacs
for our expedition. While passing the
jungle-lined banks filled with rubber
frees, Brazil nut frees and walking palm
and heliconiacs, we might see the red
eyes of the alligatorlike caiman and
other creatures of the night.

® RIO JUTAI, a pristine strefch of river

ideal for birding. Our birding expedi-
fion will be in search of pied lapwing,
large-billed tern, spotted sandpiper and
collared plover.

® The Sustainable Development Reserve
of MAMIRAUA, a unique profected
area where the locals have been al-
lowed to remain, and in turn contribute
to the sustainable use of the area’s natu-
ral resources. Venture into this beautiful
reserve teeming with wildlife and see
for yourself this innovative model of rain
forest conservation.




TABATINGA, Brazi |

LETICIA, CoLomeia

leaving the Brazilian sector of the Am-
azon at Tabatinga, we call at Leficia,
Colombia's only Amazon port, where
we explore this busy and colorful town,
known for its handicrafts.

Day

RIO AMPIYACU, Peru

From remote Rio Ampiyacu, we visit vil
lages of the Huitoto and Bora Indians for
a closer look at typical traditional Peru-
vian life.

Day 1/

IQUITOS | DISEMBARK | LIMA

In the morning, Clelia Il arrives in Iquitos,
deep in Peru's Amazonia. Disembark and
fransfer fo the airport for flights to Lima fo
connect with flights to the U.S.

Day 18
ARRIVE USA

Please note this trip also operates in the
reverse direction from Lima to Belem.

PROGRAM INCLUSIONS

® 1-night stay in Belem at the Hilfon
Hotel, including welcome cocktail
reception and breakfast

® 14-night cruise aboard the
100-guest Clelia Il

* Welcome and farewell cockiail
receptions aboard ship

* All meals aboard ship, including
house wine, beer and soft drinks
with lunch and dinner

® Open bar aboard ship throughout
the cruise

* Complete program of tours
and excursions

® Educational program of lectures and
discussions by accompanying expert
naturalists and guest lecturers

® Professional Travel Dynamics Interna-
tional tour staff and
expedition leader

e Complete pre-departure materials

® Baggage handling and transfers
abroad on the designated program
departure and arrival dates

® Port and embarkation taxes

e Graluities to porters, guides
and drivers
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