LETTERS
the Editorial suggests, but a global mosaic of
multiple, pluralistic knowledge societies, each
rooted in its own unique cultural identity. This
latter view reﬂects the idea of “knowledge
societies” espoused by the United Nations
Educational, Scientiﬁc, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)—“the plural here,” the
organization asserts in a report, “sanctions the
need for an accepted diversity” (2).
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Science Statesmanship
THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES HAS
reported the decline in U.S. science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM)
education time and time again (1, 2). Despite
these ﬁndings, the federal government has
not substantially increased its funding of science education.
North Carolina has found a creative solution by leveraging its own (albeit limited)
state budget. The state science museum has
been transformed into a hub for science
research, education, and outreach technologies. Called the Nature Research Center
(NRC), a new 24,000-m2 wing of the existing
museum was funded through public-private
partnerships, creating a statewide “one-stop
shop” for all facets of science education. All
K-12 classrooms in North Carolina are linked
through the Internet to the NRC’s multimedia technology theater, where scientists will
broadcast their discoveries. Technology platforms in the NRC foster science communication to diverse audiences throughout the state
(and beyond), including K-12, citizens, educators, and policy-makers.
STEM education is a responsibility for
everyone—federal, state, and local governments, as well as parents and students themselves. By creating a hub for cutting-edge
science research, education, and communication, North Carolina is ensuring a strong
pipeline of exceptional STEM students into
the workforce.
MARGARET DALZELL LOWMAN

Learn how current events
are impacting your work.
ScienceInsider, the new policy blog from the journal
Science, is your source for breaking news and instant
analysis from the nexus of politics and science.
Produced by an international team of science journalists, ScienceInsider offers hard-hitting coverage on a
range of issues including climate change, bioterrorism,
research funding, and more.
Before research happens at the bench, science policy
is formulated in the halls of government. Make sure
you understand how current events are impacting
your work. Read ScienceInsider today.
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Breaking news and analysis from
the world of science policy
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